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Gathering Prayer 
 
On this day and on other days of our choosing, 
we want to wave our palms and sing our praise  
as we remember the story of Jesus’ triumphs - his adulation by the people of 
Jerusalem.  But we know that this is not the whole story.  May God’s Spirit 
enter here, into the centre of our worship today, and give us the strength and 
vision and courage to walk with Jesus on the pathway that lies ahead. Amen. 
 
Holy Conversation 

 
So much of the time we spend looking inward, seeing our own issues, our 
own wants and our own needs.  Sometimes we have little attention left for 
others.  Yet the call of Jesus is to care – for the world and for all the people 
who call it home.  May we learn how to build that caring into our everyday 
lives, and turn that caring into acts of compassion-giving, justice-seeking, 
and love-sharing.  May we celebrate the mystery of Jesus speaking to us 
even today, and rise to the challenge of his message of love abounding.  
Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:1-11 
Palm procession          
 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them 
to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will 
send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying,  
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’   



The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The 
crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 
Gospel: Matthew 27:11-37 
Passion Story 
 
Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King 
of the Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ But when he was accused by the chief priests 
and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many 
accusations they make against you?’ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.  

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 
anyone whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 
Barabbas. So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to 
release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ For he realized 
that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the 
judgement seat, his wife sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, 
for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream about him.’ Now the chief 
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus 
killed. The governor again said to them, ‘Which of the two do you want me to release 
for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Then what should I do with 
Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ All of them said, ‘Let him be crucified!’ Then he 
asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let him be 
crucified!’  

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he 
took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.’ Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be 
on us and on our children!’ So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging 
Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.  

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and 
they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a 



reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’ They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking 
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 
away to crucify him.  

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled 
this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which 
means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he 
tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his 
clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch 
over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, 
the King of the Jews.’  

 
REFLECTION 
 
On this day of palms and passion, it’s easy to just let the story wash over us 
and take it in the same way we read a novel – entertaining but not too 
engaging.  And it is an entertaining story.  Remember Mel Gibson’s  
Passion of the Christ movie?  It was straight up entertainment. 
Yet we miss the impact of the story when we treat it this way.  We miss the 
centrality of it for our Christian faith. 
You see, this story lies at the very core of what we mean when we talk 
about Jesus as a revolutionary leader, one who turns the world on its head, 
one who takes what society thinks of as normal, and sets it alongside some 
other novel idea that is closer to God’s realm.  
Jesus enters Jerusalem, the seat of Roman and Jewish power in his 
country, in a procession.  That in itself makes a statement.  He is lauded by 
the crowd as a powerful prophet.  They see in him someone who can make 
their lives better, even if only for a moment.  This is the way they treat a 
great person, a leader, even a king, with a triumphal procession into the city. 
But Jesus’ statement is different, unusual, as so many of his actions are 
unusual.  He rides in on a donkey – not on a fine horse as would be the 
case with a military or political leader or king.  The crowd is not made up of 
important leaders from the Roman and Jewish aristocracy and military, as 
would be the case with all the other processions the people have seen.  It’s 
a crowd of ordinary people, even peasants.  Jesus is not the kind of king the 
people are used to seeing.  They can relate to him in a more ordinary way – 
a homespun way, a real way, even though he’s not just what they expect. 



So this story is about being real, in a world that knows all the gritty and hard 
realities of life.  Jesus is real, here, more than a cardboard cut-out of a 
larger-than-life figure.  He’s being true to the ongoing message of his whole 
ministry – a message of hope in the midst of problems, a message of life in 
the face of death, a message of vision even when eyes are downcast in 
despair. 
We need to see ourselves in this story.  We need to see ourselves in the 
crowd, following along, caught up in the homespun drama of the moment, 
cheering with the rest of the people, waving our tree branches.  If we can 
put ourselves right there, then perhaps we can get the point of this story, 
that in Jesus people see hope and trust and a future that is different from 
today, better than today, more life-giving and life-fulfilling.  That’s the 
question to ask yourself about this story:  What do you see?  What do you 
see in this moment?  What do you see in Jesus? 
This Sunday is also called Passion Sunday.  This is not to detract, or 
distract, from the nature of Palm Sunday, but to recognize the reality that 
many of today’s churchgoers move from Palm Sunday directly to Easter, 
skipping right over the essential drama of Good Friday.  Without the 
crucifixion, though, Easter loses its vitality and its core meaning.  So, in 
more recent years, we have combined Palm Sunday also with the crucifixion 
story, the passion story, to make sure that folks move along with the 
essential narrative of this compelling story that lies at the centre of our faith. 
So the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion adds its jarring note to this 
day.  It’s such a contrast to the Palm Sunday procession that we are left 
wondering, “How did we get from there to here?  How did the adulation of 
the entry into the city turn to the condemnation of Jesus’s trial?  How did 
riding into town on a donkey lead to something as horrific as the 
crucifixion?” 
Without dwelling on the crucifixion too much – I’ll leave that to Good Friday 
– it’s enough today to know that this is another part of the story that is all too 
real.  We know, even when we don’t want to know, that good, even great 
people are beaten down and destroyed every day.  We know that praise can 
turn to hatred all too easily.  We know that what seems bright adn positive 
one week can become something that is soul-destroying the next week.  
And God doesn’t protect us from all of that – we are in it when we are in life.  
That’s real. 



But just as real is the truth that God does not abandon us to that reality 
either.  God is with us – stays with us – through it all.  We are never left 
alone, even when it seems to our too-limited minds and senses that we are.  
Our spirits are always intimately entwined with the Spirit of all things, the 
Spirit of the whole cosmos, to offer us that essential quality of life – 
connection to God.  That too is real, just as it was real for Jesus through his 
life and his death.  So it is for us. 
So on this day of such contrasts, we can rest in the knowledge that we are 
with God, and God is with us, in all the ups and downs of life – the highest 
moments and the lowest.  Even though it’s hard sometimes to recognize 
this, our spirits do know in our deepest being the reality and truth of this.  In 
our own moments of procession, and in our own moments of crucifixion, 
what ever those may look like in our own lives, we are not alone.  Whether 
the world seems “for” us, or “against” us, God’s spirit infuses us with life and 
breath, and we have within us all that it takes to live life fully.  And we are 
thankful. 
Amen. 
 
Community Prayer 
On this Sunday of palms and passion, we are invited to remember – more 
deeply follow Jesus on his way.   
We remember the crowds who followed at the beginning, and we pray for 
those who feel lost and cannot find their way, looking for ways out of their 
bondage to all sorts of powers in their lives and in the world.  For those in 
poverty of life or spirit, for those who lack opportunity, for those sidelined by 
society, we seek God’s caring and transforming power. 
We remember the disciples who walked with Jesus, not knowing what the 
future would hold for him and for them.  We pray for those who serve others 
in their work, in their communities, and in their homes, as gifts to the world. 
We remember the leaders of that time and place who feared Jesus and the 
power of his words and his ministry.  We pray for leaders of our time and 
place, that they will use their authority with wisdom and generosity for the 
service of all. 
We remember Jesus himself, who saw acclamation and then abandonment.  
And so we pray for ourselves, knowing both the times we feel much of life’s 



fullness, and the times we feel lost and alone.  May we find strength for 
following Jesus and his ways that sometimes seem so difficult. 
We remember many who have shared with us a path of caring and shown a 
passion for goodness.  We pray that we may find ourselves named among 
them, by those who follow us. 
Now we join our voices with theirs down through the years, and we speak the 
words of the prayer of Jesus, as together we say ... 
Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen 
 


