
Easter Sunday April 12, 2020 
Worship Materials 
 

Easter Is… 

● a day of celebration for the presence of God in the world as Christ among us, helping us get 
past life-denying adversity and every trouble we encounter, when we let God into that place 
where our spirit dwells; 

● a season of amazement at the power that lies beyond and behind all things, bringing new 
life into being and opening up every spirit to wonder; 

● gathering in community with people who seek to celebrate, learn, feel and know the place 
of God in their lives through the story of Jesus and his earliest followers; 

● song and silence, prayer and praise, music and mystery in worship that speaks to our spirits 
and to the power of the Jesus story of resurrection, that changes lives and changes the 
unfolding of the world; 

● a time to look both inward and outward, finding God in things both little and big, being 
surprised at how our humanity and our holiness mix to give our lives vibrancy and meaning. 

 
 
In this moment—  
  where mystic and modern meet; 
 in this moment— 
  of empty tombs and heavenly  messengers; 
 in this moment— 
  of life, of death, of resurrection – we come. 
We come to wonder, 
  we come to hope, we come to be, 
  in our deepest humanity and our fragile holiness. 
But, most of all— 
   we come to worship God of wonder and awe. 
          and we shout Alleluia! 
 
 

Gathering Prayer 

From bondage to freedom, from despair to hope, from a dead past to an open future, 
God opens a path toward a place of promise.  Jesus, our most intimate friend, guide to 
our living and being and doing, points us toward God’s great purpose.  The Spirit of 
new and renewed life lifts us up, to see horizons unlooked-for, ways unexpected, light 



unimagined.  May the love at the centre of God’s heart be our Way, be our Truth, be 
our Life.  Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Readings: 
 
Psalm 118:14-24 
 
God is my strength and my song; God has become my salvation. 
 There are shouts of joy and deliverance 
 in the tents of the righteous. 
The right hand of God does mighty things; 
the right hand of God raises up. 
 The right hand of God does mighty things. 
I shall not die, but live; and I shall proclaim what God has done. 
 God indeed punished me, 
 but did not give me over to death. 
 
Open to me the gates of the temple, 
that I may enter and give thanks to God. 
 This is the gate of God; 
 through it the righteous shall enter. 
I thank you for you have answered me; 
you have become my salvation. 
 The stone which the builders rejected  
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is God's doing, marvellous in our eyes. 
 This is the day that God has made, 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
 
Matthew 28:1-10             
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him 
the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not 
be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for 
he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going 
ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 



worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
 
Reflection 
 
In this very strange time in our lives and the life of the church, it’s a bit hard to know 
just what to make of Easter this year.  It’s always such a time of celebration, and yet it 
seems a little odd to try to be celebratory during this time of distance and isolation, fear 
and death.  On second thought, though, perhaps this is the perfect time for Easter 
celebration, as it was that first Easter, with the resurrection propelling Jesus’ followers 
out of their own isolation and fear after his death. 
If nothing else, Easter is the story of resurrection, new life out of death, triumph out of 
defeat, hope out of despair.  Perhaps we can think of the story as one of our life-long 
favourites, like a story out of our childhood, one so captivating that we want to shout, 
“Oh … tell it again!” 
It is a story filled with the unexpected, particularly that greatest unexpected piece – the 
realization that Jesus is alive and waiting for them.  As is true in all four of the Gospel 
accounts, it is the women who gain this certainty first, here the two Mary’s in Matthew’s 
Gospel. 
I must admit that in the past I have been somewhat ambivalent about Easter.  Not so 
much, perhaps, since I entered accountable ministry, but certainly before that time.  
Too often it came across as saccharine, simple, cut-and-dried and straightforward.  
There was no nuance to the story, and it was too easily portrayed as a literal truth that 
was hard to accept.  And then there were all the general cultural trappings of the 
season, with Easter bunnies and eggs and gifts.  I didn’t know how to really grasp any 
deeper meaning of Easter than as a pleasant spring festival. 
As my life direction shifted toward ministry, however, I had to grapple with all of this 
and get some kind of firmer handle on Easter.  After all, I needed to be able to portray 
it in a meaningful way to others with whom I would be in a ministry relationship.  In the 
end, there was no single unequivocal epiphany of understanding, but rather there has 
been a gradual coming-to-terms with what Easter signifies in the world of Christian 
faith. 
We really need Easter.  Not just as the centrepiece of our Christian faith, but in a 
broader sense, as an antidote to the ills of the world.  We need its hope and its 
inspiration.  We need its deeply-reaching awe and its encouragement.  We need its 
circularity and its culminating cap on the Jesus story.  We need its insistence that the 
story continues and its promise of a whole new vision. 
So many of the world’s people live without any deep sense of hope for better things.  
they are locked into a life-pattern that holds little scope for improvement.  Hope seems 
out of place in such lives, so people let it go.  Yet hope is what gets us up in the 
morning, hope that today can be at least as good, if not better, than yesterday.  Hope, 
as fragile and tenuous as it sometimes can be, is a precious commodity in our 



psychology.  One thing Easter holds without question, is hope.  It is the hope that all 
does not have to be as it has been, that newness is possible, and that we are not 
locked into the acts and problems of the past and present. 
Along with hope comes inspiration.  Easter inspires us to embrace that hope and 
embrace a future that is better than now.  It inspires us to examine our lives, see what 
we have been doing, and search for what we might do that will be different, more 
faithful to our calling as human beings.  This is what that first Easter did for Jesus’ 
earliest followers, inspiring them to spread their convictions about his message of the 
kingdom of God that was still very much alive for them, even after their grief, fear and 
despair at his death.  It was the inspiration and encouragement of that first Easter 
experience that empowered those first disciples to do what they did that started the 
whole Christian enterprise in the first place.  The awe they felt from their resurrection 
experiences, whatever they actually were, gave them all that they needed to go on and 
inspire a whole new generation of believers, and the spread of Christianity began, that 
ultimately became a world-wide movement and faith. 
The Easter moment in the Jesus/God/Spirit story is the moment that completes the 
overarching narrative cycle of life, death, and life-beyond-death.  It is only through the 
resurrection that this larger story takes its shape, and the ultimate reality of grace, the 
insistence of God to remain in love with each person in the face of all the ups and 
downs of life, becomes apparent.  And this larger story is the crucial one – it’s the story 
of faith’s fullness, even beyond the Gospels’ Jesus story itself.  Easter resurrection 
takes Jesus and places him firmly in his place as both human and divine, and puts the 
resurrected Christ in the centre of the circle of grace. 
Easter also gives us the clear message that the story of life isn’t over at the moment of 
death, that there is something beyond, a mystery to be sure, but real, nonetheless.  
This speaks of God’s boundless relationship with every person, with death itself 
bringing no ending to that relationship.  God remains with us, beyond anything we 
might think of as an ending.  This is eternity in God’s presence, eternity in the Spirit of 
forever. 
Finally, it seems to me that Easter, when we are open to its larger message, brings us 
a moment of increased clarity for a new vision and expanded sense of what might be 
possible, for us and for the whole world.  In its open-endedness, Easter sets before us 
a canvas that is only partially filled with colour and shape for the future.  The picture is 
incomplete, and we have the chance to influence what gets filled in for the rest.  Of 
course, such possibility is always with us, but Easter seems to bring us a particularly 
open moment of potential for newness, for vision for tomorrow that is larger than our 
sense of today.  This vision can power change in our lives and in how we interact with 
the world around us.  It is grace in action, the Spirit at work in and through us. 
So Easter is far more than the story of an awe-some miracle long ago, of a life restored 
beyond all expectation.  We can’t know the exact nature of the resurrection experience 
for Jesus or his first followers.  All we have are the stories told by the Gospel writers, 
trying with a fully inadequate language to tell of what is truly beyond words.  Yet it is 



clear that something life-changing happened to those followers, changing them from a 
grieving small group of fear-filled people to the enthusiastic evangelists (“tellers of the 
good news”) the became after that first Easter.  They must have been enthusiastic, 
engaging and persuasive to have the impact they did.  They must have almost glowed 
with the passion they brought to their words and deeds.  They influenced and 
encouraged many others to take up the message and spread it far and wide. 
We too are changed by the Easter message, when we allow it to really touch our 
spirits.  Our senses are expanded, and our sight is clearer for tomorrow and the 
tomorrows to follow.  If there is ever a time for heartfelt resolutions, it is now, at this 
Easter season of unlimited possibility. 
So let your spirit embrace the open-endedness that this Easter time offers.  See what 
comes to your heart.  It just may be that you too will find inspiration and 
encouragement, new vision and a kind of wholeness that you didn’t even know you 
were missing.  Perhaps this time of disruption and distance, isolation and time on our 
hands is the perfect time for the large message of Easter to touch our souls and make 
a difference.  It may be that the time is now. 
 
Community Prayer 
 
To God of all things, all times, and all places, we raise our celebrations that lift our 
hearts and spirits, and the concerns that weigh us down this day: 
 
      (time of personal prayer) 
 
In what we say, what we do, how we live, and the choices we make,  
●  May we walk with the Risen Christ in hope, finding light where there is darkness 
●  May we know the wisdom of Easter in ourselves and in each other. 
●  May we journey with others who share love, life and laughter with the world. 
●  May we love kindness, seek justice, and walk humbly with our God. 
●  May our faith give us strength in the midst of whatever we face in our lives. 
●  May times with family, friends and people of faith be circles of welcome and 

moments of joy. 
●  May love be what we offer, and love be what we find. 
●  May we accept the truths of others in openness and trust. 
●  May we walk with the Risen Christ in hope, and shine his light of love wherever 

there is darkness. 
And we speak the yearnings of our hearts, as we share the words of the prayer Jesus 
taught in the story of our faith: 
 



Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory,  
  for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


